
Pace common trash items on a timeline based on how long they think it takes for each item to

decompose. After making your guesses, flip over the page for the correct decomposition times

2-5 weeks

1 month

6 months

1-5 years

10-12 years

10-20 years

80-100 years 

450 years

1 million years



Answer Key

Banana Peel: 2-5 weeks1.

Paper Bag: 1 month2.

Cotton T-shirt: 6 months3.

Wool Sock: 1-5 years4.

Cigarette Butt: 10-12 years5.

Plastic Bag: 10-20 years6.

Aluminum Can: 80-100 years7.

Plastic Bottle: 450 years8.

Glass Bottle: 1 million years9.




